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My beloved cat Tony came to live with me when he was only 6 weeks old, the
most rambunctious and energetic kitten from a litter of 7. The minute in the
door, he leaped and sat on every piece of furniture possible as if marking it as
his own. He knew he was home. As he grew, he amazed friends, family and
neighbors with his lion-like look and gait and special tricks, which included
jumping up to the peephole on the apartment door and waving his paws
furiously as if chasing away unwanted visitors. He was an adored playmate to
my three god kids, Vanessa, Viera and Nick. Born one year before Vanessa,
he was a part of her life for her entire 15 years. Another popular maneuver
was to lay himself out over Viera’s shoes when she wasn’t wearing them and
aggressively refuse to let her have them back. He conquered both severe
diabetes and debilitating seizures to live long past what was projected.
Following me everywhere, he was both my shadow and my light. To me, his
16 years on this earth was all too brief, but in that time he knew he was
cherished and loved by so many. And although he may not be physically in
this world any longer, the love he brought to everyone’s lives will be forever.
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